
381Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Mar. 1

rate than those trying to get through. That’s
not what America’s about, as far as I’m con-
cerned, and I know it’s not about what—as
far as you’re concerned.

This is a country that says, the harder you
work, the more you struggle, the more likely
it should be you’re able to realize your
dreams. No, we need to drop the bottom
rate, and we need to make sure that that
hard-working waitress is more likely to be
able to save and dream and build.

We penalize marriage in the Tax Code,
and that’s not right. And the death tax is
wrong. It taxes people’s assets twice. Now,
this is a tax plan that is well thought out,
and it’s fair. As I said in my speech, some
folks will say it’s too big; some folks will say
it’s too small. We need to send the message
to Republican and Democrat legislators and
Senators that it is just right.

And so I’m here to ask for your help—
I’m here to ask for your help. You don’t have
to worry about Zell Miller. You don’t have
to worry about these three U.S. Congress-
men who are here. But there may be some
other folks from the State of Georgia who
might be a little nervous about the plan. I
certainly hope not. We’re not going to take
anything for granted, though.

So if you find a Member that you may have
some influence with, or know an e-mail ad-
dress or can figure out where to write a letter,
and find out somebody isn’t listening to you,
to do what’s right for the country, just drop
them a line. I could use your help.

And if somebody argues with you, just re-
mind them of these facts, that the average
family will receive $1,600 in tax relief. That
doesn’t seem like a lot to some of the folks
who may be doing all right, but it’s a lot to
a lot of people. It’s a lot to people whose
energy bills have gone up because we don’t
have an energy policy in America. There’s
a lot of talk about national debt, and that’s
important. But there’s a lot of credit card
debt that are burdening people; $1,600 can
help a lot; $1,600 can help set money aside
for a child; $1,600 is real money. And I’m
going to remind those folks again whose
money it is: It’s the people’s money, your
money.

I haven’t been your President for a long
period of time, but I can report that it is

a fantastic experience. I can’t tell you what
an honor it is. I can’t tell you what a high
honor it is to represent the American people
in Washington. That’s why it’s important to
come out and get my batteries charged in
places like DeKalb County, Georgia; to be
able to look my fellow citizens in the eye
and say, ‘‘I know you’re counting on me, but
I’m counting on you, as well.’’

I’m counting on you, when you find a
neighbor in need, to reach out a hand, and
say, ‘‘What can I do, brother or sister, to help
you?’’ I’m counting on you to run a Boy Scout
troop and to teach our children right from
wrong. Our Nation counts on people who
have got good heart and good will to say,
‘‘What can I do to make my neighborhood
a better place,’’ instead of hoping that the
Federal Government, in its infinite wisdom,
waves a magic wand and there’s educational
excellence in every school in Georgia. We
need the good citizens of these communities
to get involved with public education, to
make sure our teachers are supported, excel-
lence is demanded, accountability is in place
so no children are left behind. No, I’m count-
ing on you.

The reason I’m so optimistic about Amer-
ica, though, is that our land is full of loving
people. The great strength of the country
doesn’t lie in the halls of our governments;
it lies in the homes of our people. The great
strength of America is the fact that America
is full of caring and loving, God-fearing and
decent souls. And I am proud to be your
President.

Thank you all for coming. God bless, and
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
atrium at the Fernbank Museum of Natural His-
tory. In his remarks, he referred to Vernon Jones,
chief executive officer, DeKalb County; Georgia
State Senators Terrell Starr, Nathan Dean, and
Eric Johnson; and Georgia State Representatives
Lynn Westmoreland and Thomas Buck III.

Remarks at a Leadership Forum in
Atlanta
March 1, 2001

The President. Bill, thank you very much.
And Lydia, thank you for the tour. This is
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a hospital, but it’s also—it’s a place full of
love. And I was most touched by meeting
the parents and the kids and the nurses and
the docs, all of whom are working hard to
save lives. I want to thank the moms who
are here. Jim, thank you very much for your
hospitality. And Tommy, I’ll get to you in
a minute. [Laughter]

There’s a lot of talk about budgets right
now, and I’m here to talk about the budget.
My job as the President is to submit a budget
to the Congress and to set priorities, and one
of the priorities that we’ve talked about is
making sure the health care systems are
funded. And Dr. Woods talked about our
commitment—and it’s a joint commitment—
it’s a commitment I’m confident the Con-
gress will make with me to double the NIH
funding by the year 2003. That’s an impor-
tant commitment of the Federal Govern-
ment.

You know more than me about how effec-
tive those dollars can be, and it’s a wise use
of Federal taxpayers’ money. It means that
the budget will be increased to 28 billion a
year by the year 2003.

Secondly, I want to talk about two other
aspects of health care before I get into how
this all works. One is, we’re going to double
Medicare over the next 10 years from $216
billion to $549 billion. It’s a significant in-
crease of expenditures. It’s $159 billion in
new Medicare spending above and beyond
that which was projected. It means that our
country is going to make a firm commitment
to those who rely upon Medicare dollars—
the elderly, the teaching hospitals. It is an
important Federal commitment.

By the way, with the expenditure of Medi-
care money, we also have got to have the
courage to reform Medicare to make it a pro-
gram where seniors have got more choices
and more options from which to choose to
match their particular needs. And all the re-
forms must insist that prescription drug cov-
erage becomes an integral part of the Medi-
care package.

And finally, an interesting opportunity we
have in the country as far as I’m concerned
is to increase funding for community health
centers. I’d like to increase the number of
community health centers from 3,000 to

4,200 over the next 5 years, doubling the
number of people who will be served.

Community health centers are good op-
portunities to take pressure off of hospital
emergency rooms, for starters. They’re op-
portunities for people to get primary care
who are indigent poor, maybe newly arrived
to America. It is a wise expenditure of tax-
payers’ money.

A point I’m trying to make to the people
of Georgia and will make around the country
is, the first job of a President is to set prior-
ities. Not only are these, the items I just
talked about, priorities, so is public schools.
It’s a priority. As a matter of fact, the largest
increase in my budget is for public education.

However, I’m mindful of the fact that the
Federal Government is only a partial pro-
vider of funds and should never run the
schools. I strongly advocate and strongly will
fight for local control of schools. One size
does not fit all when it comes to the edu-
cation of children.

As an aside, one of the interesting reforms
that I hope we get through the Congress says
two things: One, we’re going to provide flexi-
bility to local folks to run the schools; and
secondly, if you receive Federal money, you
must measure. You must show us whether
or not children are learning to read and write
and add and subtract and, if not, correct.

This is an interesting place to talk about
diagnosing problems, right here in a hospital.
Well, we need to do the same thing in edu-
cation, particularly in the early years. We
must diagnose whether or not a child has de-
ficiencies in reading, for example, and solve
them early—and solve them early. And that’s
the whole spirit of reform that we’re pro-
posing.

I want to pay the military more, folks. In
my budget, we increase military pay by a bil-
lion dollars over the current pay. But having
met all these—and set aside all the payroll
taxes for Social Security—that’s what we do,
2.6 trillion over 10 years will only be spent
on Social Security. Now, that sounds like a
lot of money, and it is. Except, we’ve got
much more money than that available to fig-
ure out what to do with. And so $2 trillion
will be spent to pay down debt over the next
10 years.
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And people say, ‘‘Well, you need—why not
more? Why not 800 billion more, or maybe
a trillion more?’’ And the reason why is, be-
cause the debt doesn’t come due over—the
amount of debt that comes due in a 10-year
period is 2 trillion. There is no need to pay
a premium to retire debt early. It would cost
taxpayers more money, and that doesn’t
make any sense.

We still have money left. We’ve got pretty
good cash flows at the Federal level. And
what I want to do is set aside a trillion dollars
for contingencies and with the remaining
money, which amounts to 1.6 trillion over 10
years, remember who paid the money in the
first place.

The point I want to make in this haven
of love, a place of deep concern about chil-
dren’s health, is that we can fund priorities.
If we’re wise about how we budget money,
we can set aside important priorities, and we
can give people some money back, and I
think that’s really important. I know it’s im-
portant at this moment in today’s—in history,
because, one, our economy is sputtering. And
the money—if we can accelerate a tax relief
plan to people like Tommy and Cynthia and
everybody else up here, it will put more
money in people’s pockets, which will cause
them to spend, which will cause the economy
to get a second wind, we hope.

Secondly, there are a lot of people paying
higher energy bills than they paid in the past.
It’s like a tax. And I think it’s wise—if we’re
able to prioritize and realize we have more
money—to help people manage their own
personal accounts, their own balance sheets.
A lot of people have got consumer debt that
they’re worried about. And there’s a lot of
focus on national debt; I focus on the peo-
ple’s balance sheets, as well.

And so I’m confident that not only can we
meet our priorities but make sure a guy like
Tommy Winfield and his family, who pay
$1,380 of Federal income taxes, gets relief.
In his case, he will end up paying no Federal
income taxes under this plan. His tax burden
will go from $1,380 to zero. Now, there are
some sophisticates who will say that’s not
very much money, but it’s plenty for him.

Tommy Winfield. Mr. President, let them
ask me.

The President. Let the record note, this
was not rehearsed. [Laughter]

At any rate, I appreciate the chance to
come and make my case for the budget, for
the budget. And we had a great rally in
DeKalb County, and it gave me an oppor-
tunity to remind people that if you’re con-
cerned about the budget and you want there
to be fiscal sanity in Washington with prior-
ities set and funded, write your Senators and
your Congressmen.

I have great faith in the people of America.
And coming to this hospital and seeing and
feeling the love on the floor we were on,
knowing there’s dedicated doctors, loving
nurses, spending a lot of time trying to help
kids, renews my faith in the greatness of
America.

I told the people earlier, the great strength
of this country is not because of our Govern-
ment; it is because of our people. And this
hospital is a living example of what I’m talk-
ing about.

So Dr. Woods, thank you for giving me
a chance to come, and I’m looking forward
to hearing from our other panelists.

[At this point, the forum began.]

The President. Thanks, Tommy, I appre-
ciate you saying that.

You triggered something in my mind when
you said that. Again, I want everybody to un-
derstand we’ve set priorities and funded
them. There’s a fundamental issue at stake
here. And that is, do you trust Tommy to
spend his own money? That’s really one of
the issues, if you think about it.

And I want the people of Georgia to hear
loud and clear my plan trusts the Tommys
of the world to make the decisions. You see,
I think he—you can best decide what’s best
for your family better than I can decide
what’s best for your family.

And I shouldn’t be trying to decide what’s
best for your family, after we meet some
common needs in the country. Defense is
a common need; health care, health research
is a common need. Education is a common
need.

Again, I just want to repeat, please don’t
hope that the Federal Government is going
to wave a magic wand and there will be edu-
cational excellence. As a matter of fact, it’s

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 01:51 Mar 07, 2001 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD02MR01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



384 Mar. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

less likely there will be educational excel-
lence if there’s power in Washington, DC,
because the schools in Georgia are different
in many ways from the issues that face Texas
schools. And so we should not try to fed-
eralize education, but there are some things
we can do by spending money wisely and in-
sisting upon local control of schools and ac-
countability.

After those needs are met, you’re the per-
son I want spending your own money. As a
matter of fact, it’s not the Government’s
money; it’s yours to begin with. And that’s
kind of what I’m trying to get changed, the
whole attitude about the people’s money.

As a matter of fact, we’re not giving you
any money back. As a matter of fact, I am
trying to advocate that we’re not going to take
it in the first place, so you get to keep it.
You know, we’re spending on tax cuts. Well,
that’s kind of contradictory language because
it’s your money. And anyway, it’s a mindset
that I’m trying to get—trying to impress
upon the people.

And the best way to get this done, in my
opinion, is to rally the will of the people. I’ve
got great faith in the American people, and
that’s what this is all about. And so I’m so
honored that you all are giving me a chance.
It’s an educational experience for me. It’s a
heartening experience for me, and it’s a
chance for me to move around the country,
to get outside of Washington and sit face to
face with real Americans who are working
hard for their families, love their kids, love
their country.

And so it’s an honor to be here, Bill. And
thank you all very much, Lydia. Thanks to
the moms. I thank you for your courage and
your love, and God bless you all.

Participant. Thank you, Mr. President.
God bless America.

The President. Thank you. Thanks for
coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
auditorium of Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at
Egleston. In his remarks, he referred to Bill
Woods, chief medical officer, Lydia Gonzalez
Ryan, clinical director, and Tommy Winfield, staff
member, AFLAC Cancer and Blood Disorders
Program, and Jim Tally, president and chief exec-
utive officer, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta;
and Cynthia DeWild, whose son Joseph is a pa-

tient in the AFLAC Cancer and Blood Disorders
Program, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.

Memorandum on Certification for
Major Illicit Drug Producing and
Drug Transit Countries
March 1, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Certification for Major Illicit Drug
Producing and Drug Transit Countries

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(A) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’),
I hereby determine and certify that the fol-
lowing major illicit drug producing and/or
major illicit drug transit countries have co-
operated fully with the United States, or have
taken adequate steps on their own, to achieve
full compliance with the goals and objectives
of the 1988 United Nations Convention
Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances:

The Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, People’s Re-
public of China, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, India,
Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand,
Venezuela, and Vietnam

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(B) of the Act, I hereby de-
termine and certify that, for the following
major illicit drug producing and/or major il-
licit drug transit countries that do not qualify
for certification under section 490(b)(1)(A),
the vital national interests of the United
States require that assistance not be withheld
and that the United States not vote against
multilateral development bank assistance:

Cambodia and Haiti
Analysis of the relevant U.S. vital national

interests and risks posed thereto, as required
under section 490(b)(3) of the Act, is at-
tached for these countries.

I have determined that the following major
illicit drug producing and/or major illicit drug
transit countries do not meet the standards
for certification set forth in section 490(b):
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